Human Blood Coagulation and its Disorders by Rosemary Biggs Bsc(Lond) PhD(Toronto) MD(Lond) and R G Macfarlane MA(Oxon) MD(Lond) FRS 3rded ppxxiv+474 illustrated 52s6d Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1962 This third edition includes all important recent advances and brings the information up to date in every detail. The superb quality of the work is to be expected from these two authors.
The book is a necessity for any hmematologist and should be available to all those who from time to time have patients with defects of the blood coagulation system. The fundamental nature of the material presented in this book should also appeal to a wide variety of biologists.
Pathology of the Upper Respiratory Tract by R E Rewell MD MRCP pp viii +283 illustrated 40s Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1963
The pathology of most sections of the body which have their own specialist surgeon has received attention in new textbooks in the last few years, but Dr Rewell's book fills a hiatus. Although many lesions were adequately described long ago, emphasis has changed and so has the incidence and relative importance of many conditions. Dr Rewell had two classes of reader in mind, the postgraduate student in otorhinolaryngology and the pathologist with limited experience in this special field. Both should be happy that he has in small compass provided a valuable text and well-chosen bibliography. There is no unjustified dogmatism. Criticism of detail is possible: for example, the statement that patients with sarcoidosis 'have a positive Mantoux reaction no more often than would be expected from people of their age group', whereas in fact they are Mantoux positive much less frequently than this. Similarly, although space is given to that extreme rarity, the malignant chemodectoma, there is a generalization that in chemodectomas 'mitoses are not seen'. This is a pathology treatise, but if the sentence about chemodectomas: 'In any case the tumour responds to local removal and radiotherapy' is included, it might be qualified by a remark that removal can be hazardous. The 'reticular' (reticulum) cells in Hodgkin's disease seem to come in as an afterthought after myeloid cells, plasma cells and eosinophils, and Fig 71B shows very dubious examples of mirror-image giant cells. However, most of the illustrations are well chosen, if of rather flat quality, and production is up to Livingstone's high standard.
The assertion in the preface that 'it is the clinicians nowadays who report original observations on so much of the pathology of this region of the body, though many quote the opinion of a pathologist, even without naming him' endears the author to the reviewer, a pathologist. He commends this monograph to both groups of reader for whom it was written.
Radiodermatitis by Ervin Epstein MD American Lecture Series No. 487 pp xvii + 178 illustrated $7.75 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1962 This monograph, one of the American Lecture Series, has been written by Dr Ervin Epstein, a dermatologist who has enlisted the aid of six other contributors, including a lawyer. The book is divided into two sections. The first section has chapters on the history of radiodermatitis, wtiology, clinical picture, histopathology, diagnosis, prognosis and treatment. The second section deals with more specialized problems such as the effects of small doses of radiation and the possible sources of exposure to ionizing radiation, ending up with a chapter concerned with the medicolegal aspects of radiodermatitis.
This book contains a great deal of interesting and useful information and should appeal to dermatologists and radiotherapists. It rightly stresses that the uses of radiation and the problem of radiodermatitis must be kept in perspective. X-rays should only be given by those fully conversant with their effects and when the benefit to the patient outweighs the risks of exposure. No one would disagree with these views.
Bigger's Handbook of Bacteriology by F S Stewart MD(Dublin) FRCPI 8thed ppviii+640 illustrated 45s London: Bailiere, Tindall & Cox 1962 This is a textbook of bacteriology along traditional systematic lines. Its success is registered by the appearance of this eighth edition. New chapters have been added on viruses and there is a brief account of some pathogenic fungi. The structure of the book remains, however, essentially that of previous editions: a very full account of the pathogenic bacteria with treatment of such problems as the spread of infection and chemotherapy as the need arises. The student will consequently not find conveniently set out here the answers to questions on the management of institutional outbreaks of infection or immunization.
In keeping with the systematic approach, the space afforded organisms is related more to their
